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Abstract Title: Disputes between Priests in Roman Egypt

Abstract: This paper studies the disputes between priests in
Roman Egypt. According to motives, these disputes have been
divided into two main sections. The first discusses the disputes
between the priests over temple-related matters presented here
gradually from public to private. The study starts with discussing
disputes between priests of different temples. Afterwards, it
tackles disputes between the various priest groups within the same
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temple. Finally, the disputes between members of the same category
within each temple are considered. The following section is concerned
with disputes over worldly matters irrelevant to temple affairs,
such as assault on bodies and properties, breach of loan
agreements, and dispute over inheritance. The study in its
conclusion highlights the attitude of the Roman administration
towards disputes between priests.

Keywords: Temples, Priests, Religion, Disputes, Roman Egypt.
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226 (A.D. 37); P.Tebt. I1 302 = W.Chr. 368 (A.D. 71/72); P.Vind.Bosw. 1 (After
A.D. 87); BGU Il 436 = M.Chr. 125 (A.D. 98-117); SB VI 9016 (A.D. 160);
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(1969): 305-306.

(3) Paul R. Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman idios logos (Toronto, A.M.
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Andrew James Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt: The
Case of Tebtunis and Soknopaiou Nesos" (Ph.D. diss., University of Cincinnati,
2014), 44-48.

(6) Sherman Leroy Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (New
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Augustan Egypt,” in Priests and State in the Roman World, ed. James H.
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508; Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt," 341.

(7) Allan Chester Johnson, Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins Press, 1936), 641-642; Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples and Priests,"
281-282; Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt," 278-
279.

(8) Wallace, Taxation in Egypt, 244-245. Cf. for example: P.Mert. 11 63 (A.D. 58);
P.Tebt. 11 298 (A.D. 108); SPP XXII 183 (ca. A.D. 138); PSI IV 292 (A.D. 3rd

cent.).
el wladh Jaa jabas Jn 3l
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1905), 258-405; James Allan Stewart Evans, "A Social and Economic History of
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S ued o i 33 3me S EigS OIS tlosll s gelball O peasll Pla (Y1)
ol s c(apéoPug) dad leie IS G 3y c(meviaguAai) pudy i a3 <(uhai)
e S Jals Al (o sl Aol sgasi 58 pandil) 138 (e (il o
Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen Agypten, vol. 1, 24-25, 109, Elizabeth
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Classical Studies 10 (1947): 187; Evans, "A Social and Economic History of the
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(14) BGU 1 16 = W.Chr. 114 (A.D. 159/160), II. 7-15.
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Egyptian and Graeco-Roman Literary and Paraliterary Sources (Wiesbaden:

Harrassowitz Verlag, 2020), 330.
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(Hoboken: Wiley Blackwell, 2019), 416-418.
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Pastophoren im Kult der agyptischen Goétter; Friedhelm Hoffmann and Joachim
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Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores”™: 306. See also Guido Bastianini,

"Dall'archivio del tempio di Soknebtynis: PSI X 1149," in Studi in onore di

Arnaldo Biscardi. Il (Milano: Istituto editoriale Cisalpino, 1982): 286, note 10;
Capponi, "Priests in Augustan Egypt," 509.

(24) PSI X 1149, introd.
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"Dall'archivio del tempio di Soknebtynis," 482.

(26) SB X 10564 (Late 1st Cent. A.D.-Early 2nd Cent. A.D.).
(27) Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores": 303-309.
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(29) P.Fouad. 10, introd.
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(37) SB XVI 12685 = SPP XXII 184 (A.D. 139), Il. 64-84. See also: Elias
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(50) sB 15232, Il. 35-40.
(51) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 44.
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(53) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 45-46.
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(75) BGU IV 1200 (2/1 B.C.); P.Nekr. 23 = SB I11 7205 (Late A.D. 3rd cent.).
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