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Threat of the Dutch Neutrality (1939 — 1940)
Dr./ Ahmed Abd Elgader Muhammad
Lecture of The Modern and Contemporary History
Department of History — Faculty of Arts - Minia University

Abstract:

Outbreak of the World War 1l threatened in the first September
1939 Netherlands, especially as it is located between the warring
forces, which paid to the declaration of neutrality on September 3 for
fear of getting involved in it. The Netherlands has found that
neutrality as a lifeline to protect its territory from becoming a
battleground between the warring forces. The Netherlands was the
experience of neutrality during the World War I, encouraging them to
the possibility of not getting involved in the World War I1.

The threat of Dutch neutrality began quickly by the warring
forces. Germany is of the view that the Netherlands as strong base to
hit England, and open them to the possibility of encircling the
Maginoo Line. At the same time, Britain and France began trying to
put pressure on the Netherlands to persuade them to change the policy
of neutrality, it has arrived in Britain and France threatened to seize
colonies of neutral countries that fall under the German occupation.
This was rejected by the Netherlands, where it refused to allow Britain
and France to use its territory to confront Germany; however, on May
10, 1940, German forces penetrated the Dutch border.

The importance of the research that sheds light on an important
period in the history of the Netherlands, where research aims to clarify
the impact of the ignition of the World War 1l on the threat of Dutch
neutrality in the light of the geographical location of the Netherlands
between the great powers of the warring neighbors.

The period covered by the research from September 1, 1939,
which witnessed the outbreak of World War II, and until the tenth of
May 1940, which witnessed the German invasion of the Netherlands,
then began a new phase in the history of the Netherlands under the
Nazi occupation, which illustrates the failure of the policy of
neutrality, which is often followed by small states In the face of the
interests, goals and ambitions of the great powers.

Keywords: Neutrality - Netherlands - The World War 11.
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DEPECHE DE LAHAYR
DATEE LE 15.4.1940
RECUB LB 16

KHARGIA
CAIRE

POUR ME LAISAER ADCUN PRETEXTE A L'ALLEMAGNE LE
QOUVERKEMENT ROLLANDAIS CONTINTE A PROCLAMER SCN INRERAN-
LABLE NEUTRALITE DOXT IL OBSBRVE THES STRICTENENT LES
REGLES ostop MALORR OBLA L'IMPRESSION ORNERALE RST JUR
L'ATTAQUE ALLEMANDE EST IMWINENTE.

CHAROE AFFATRES
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- PREM: 1/401, Memorandum by the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, War Cabinet, March 12, 1940.
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(5) F. R. U.S.: 1939, Vol. I, General, The Minister in the Netherlands
(Gordon) to the Secretary of State, Hague, March 22, 1939, p.p.
94-95,

(6) Netherlands Orange Book: Summary of the Principal Matters
Dealt with by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Connection with
the State of War up till November , Issued with the Approval of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the Hague, Leyden ,1940, p.8.

(7) Ibid: p.14.
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(11) Netherlands Orange Book: Op. Cit, p.15.

(12) H. L.: Vol. 114, The War, Mediation Offer, 16 November 1939,
London, 1939, p. p. 1843-1844.

(13) Ibid: p.p. 1845-1846.
(**) KENNEDY, JOHN R.: Dutch Defensive Preparations, 1933-1940, Master "Un published", United
States Military Academy, 1989, p.p. 96-97.

(15) F. R. U.S.: 1940, Vol. I, General, The Minister in the Netherlands
(Gordon) to the Secretary of State , Hague, April 19,1940, p. 186.

(16) KENNEDY, JOHN R.: Op. Cit., 1989, p. 97.
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(19) Adolf Hitler: Speech before the Reichstag, January 30, 1937.
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(21) D. G: Series D, (1937-1945) Vol. VIII, No. 243, The Ambassador
in Belgium to the Foreign Ministry, Brussels, October 11, 1939, p.
271.
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(29) BERNARD, A. COOK: Belgium a History, New York, 2002, p.
123.
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(31) Netherlands Orange Book: Op. Cit., p.8.

(32) The National archives: PREM 1/401, Memorandum by the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, War Cabinet, March 12,
1940.

(33) Ibid: annex I., Memorandum on Conversation between Lord
Halifax and Sir Roger, Foreign Office, March 9, 1940.
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