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Orientalists and Islamic history
Bernard Lewis and Gustave Le Bon as anExample

Abstract

The term "Orientalism" refers to a negative viewpoint towards Eastern
civilizations and people. Due to the significant importance of Islamic
history, colonial attacks aimed to erase that ancient history, as
Orientalism was a part of colonialism. Western powers tried to
quickly move towards the East and study it through various scholars
and researchers. Their aqoal was to discover the strengths and
weaknesses of the Eastern civilizations. Orientalists studied how
Muslims could be weakened and how divisions among them could be
increased, to reduce their confidence in their history and ancient
civilization. This was seen as a means of exerting control over them.
Most orientalists focused on questioning Muslim history and
disregarding their civilizational achievements and prominent role in
various sciences. However, some orientalists extensively studied the
history of Islamic civilization to understand the most important
information and facts related to the history of Muslims. This had a
significant impact on Islamic history. The study concluded by
identifying the nature of Orientalism and recognizing two types of
Orientalists and their approaches to Islamic history. One group wrote
against Islam and Muslims, while the other objectively highlighted the
achievements and importance of Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Orientalism, Islamic history, culture, orientalists.
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