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Abstract

This study deals with the topic of Self-criticism
among the Crusaders, socially and religiously (491-690 AH
/ 1098-1291 AD), and achieves important and valuable
issues, including: First: revealing their shortcomings during
the conflict, and clarifying how to benefit from those
testimonies provided by contemporaries, and their
importance for historical studies, as well as showing the
impact of these critical topics on their owners, and on the
society to which they belonged. Then discovering new
dimensions and features of the social depth of the Crusader
Franks in the Levant in light of the elements that were
criticized and their material; Especially since “a large
number of different European nationalities and diverse
social classes participated in forming the Crusader society in
the Levant, as well as a mixture of races, ethnicities,
languages, and religions, with differences in social
appearances and cultural level.” Criticism of this society
came from their own people through their primary sources.
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Second: What relates to criticism of their religious
conditions in the Levant, and examining this vital image
through contemporary texts, “In reality, the Crusades were a
series of brutal, raging conflicts in the name of piety”;
which prompted historians of these wars to criticize it
socially and religiously. The self-criticism of the Crusaders,
socially and religiously, was manifested Through two
chapters: The first chapter: Self-criticism among the
Crusaders socially, and it deals with topics related to chaos
and social crimes, including: “Pretexts for social chaos”,
“Persecution of the flock”, “Chaos of high prices and daily
life”, “Chaos of water and the struggle over it”, “Poverty
and hunger, misery and wretchedness”. Then it criticizes the
crimes that occurred during that chaos; Such as: “cremating
corpses and preventing their burial,” “the right to own
citizens’ homes,” “rebellion and violation of customs,”
“moral decadence of the general public in society,” and then
“behavioral deviation of princes.” The second chapter: Self-
criticism among the Crusaders religiously, deals with the
following topics: “Disobeying advice and commandments”,
“Stubbornness in guidance”, “Religious deviation and the
quest for righteousness”, “Religious corruption and the
debauchery of the patriarchs”, ‘“Neglect and delay of
religious directives”, “The collapse of religious values”,
“The arrogance of the clergy”, “The situation of churches
and the Church of Tyre”.

Keywords: criticism, self-criticism, crusaders,
crusades, middle ages.
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(4) Claude Cahen: An Introduction to the first Crusade, (Past &

Present, Oxford University Press, NO. 6, Nov., 1954), p. 6.
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(10) James Harvey Robinson: An Introduction to the History of

Western Europe, Boston, 1907, p. 189.
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(41) Anonymous: The deeds of the Franks and the other Pilgrims

in Jerusalem, Trans by: R. Hill. New York,1962, p. 51,
Raymond d’ Aguiliers, in peters, p. 290.
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(48) Jacues de Vitry: History of Jerusalem, Trans by: A. Stewart,
Vol. XI, London, 1869, p. 64.
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