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John Glubb Pasha in Transjordan and his impact
on the organization of the desert forces 1930-1946 AD

Abstract

John Glubb Pasha is a pivotal figure in the history of Jordan,
renowned for his influential role in establishing the Badia Forces and
leading them to confront various rebel movements, including the 1941
Mays movement in Irag. Recognized even by his opponents as a
skilled military leader, Glubb's contributions significantly shaped the
contemporary history of the region. This study seeks to explore his
role in organizing and commanding the Badia Forces, a key
component in the formation of the Jordanian state and the suppression
of regional uprisings.

The study addresses the challenge of limited access to primary
Hashemite documents, many of which remain restricted in the
archives of the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Furthermore, it
highlights the neglect by scholars to fully examine the impact of
figures like Glubb Pasha on the region’s historical trajectory. By
employing a descriptive analytical approach alongside historical
methodology, the research offers a comprehensive view of Glubb’s
military and administrative strategies. The findings reveal his
enduring influence on the development of Jordan’s security forces and
his pivotal role in stabilizing the region during a turbulent period.

Key Words: John Glubb Pasha, Desert Forces, Transjordan
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