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Foundations of State and Society Building in the Vision of the
Founding Fathers of the United Arab Emirates
Foundations of State and Society Building in the Vision of
the Founding Fathers of the United Arab Emirates

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the fundamental pillars that shaped
the United Arab Emirates. More than five decades after the
establishment of the Union, it has become essential to present a
simplified and scientifically grounded study from a historical and
intellectual perspective, designed for today’s generation.

The study highlights the UAE’s experience of unity and
federation, simplifying the unification model to resonate with both the
intellect and emotions of the reader. It emphasizes the importance of
the UAE Constitution as the cornerstone of the Union—its
foundations, stakeholders, and outcomes—that transformed the
Trucial States into the United Arab Emirates. The study presents an
engaging intellectual and organizational framework of the
constitutional structure, allowing readers to delve into its details and
explore its components in an illustrative and comprehensive manner
not commonly found in other historical studies.

Additionally, the study addresses the concept of development in
a simple and accessible manner, grounded in reliable evidence and
credible sources. It aims to provide a coherent and sequential narrative
of the UAE’s journey of building its Union and society, closely linked
to historical events. The study underscores the significance of unity,
self-reliance, and the expansion of alliances and partnerships, offering
future generations a comprehensive understanding of these key
elements.

Keywords:

United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Rashid, UAE
unity, constitution, development.
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(1) National Library & Archives. (1981). FCO 8-3916 pp 99-51, Sheikh Zayed’s

press interview with the Paris-based Al Mustagbal Magazine, National Library
& Archives, United Arab Emirates. Reproduced by permission of The National
Archives of the United Kingdom.
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(10) National Library & Archives. (1971, 18 July). FCO 8/1562 pp 239-272,

Professional Constitution Signed by the Rulers of the Six Emirates, National
Library & Archives, United Arab Emirates. Reproduced by permission of The
National Archives of the United Kingdom.
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(16) National Library & Archives. (1972, 26 February). FCO 8/1923 pp 59-57,

Letter from the British General in Dubai to the Political Agent in Abu Dhabi
enclosing a list of names of the Union Ministers and their Undersecretaries,
National Library & Archives, United Arab Emirates. Reproduced by
permission of The National Archives of the United Kingdom; and National
Library & Archives. (1971, February). FCO 8/1569 pp 123-124, Union Decree
No. 2/1971 concerning the appointment of the Union Deputy Prime Minister
and Ministers, National Library & Archives, United Arab Emirates.
Reproduced by permission of The National Archives of the United Kingdom.

(17) National Library & Archives. (1971, 20 December). FCO 8/1564 p197,

Recommendations of the Committee of representatives of the Emirates in
respect of the Flag of the Union, its official emblem and National Anthem,
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Source: The National Archives of the UK. National Library & Archives,
United Arab Emirates. Reproduced by permission of The National Archives of
the United Kingdom.
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