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Authenticating Books of Apostasy: A Case Study of the
Manuscript Attributed to al-Waqidi

Abstract

This study delves into the documentation of apostasy
“Ar. riddah” books in Arab-Islamic heritage, shedding light
on the attribution of published books to their respective
authors. The focus lies on the book of Apostasy attributed to
Al-Wagqidi, which is currently considered lost.

The study painstakingly endeavors to reconstruct the
content of the lost book using available sources and
compares them with the published book attributed to Al-
Wagqidi. It examines key works on this subject before
comparing the texts mentioned in the sources with those
published in the attributed book.

The study ultimately presents a definitive conclusion:
the book attributed to Al-Waqidi is in fact a segment of the
book Al-Futih by Ibn ‘atham al-Kufi. Additionally, the
paper aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
book of apostasy using historical sources quoting Al-
Wagqidi, thereby presenting a different perspective on the
topic of apostasy from that found in the attributed book.

Keywords: Apostasy, Al-Wagqidi, Ibn ‘atham al-KifT,
the book of Al-Futth, Islamic heritage.
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