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Abstract :

This paper examined the adventures of Herbert Pritzke - or
Salama Suleiman as he was called by the Bedouins in Egypt or the
German sage as the people of Al-Ahsa used to call him - specifically
his trip to Al-Ahsa upon invitation by the Saudi government to take
the administrative responsibility of a hospital under the control of
health office in Hofuf. Most likely, this invitation was in the summer
of 1368 AH /1949 CE.

The German doctor resided in Hofuf for about three years,
during which he observed many features of life in the region,
especially the humanitarian aspects thereof, and he talked about the
Saudi judiciary and justice system as he observed them. His life was
not free of adventures and risks, but this time, it was not of a fugitive
prisoner of war, but rather a German wise man, who was employed by
the authority to preserve the foundations of the state. He even
experienced some political crises in the region, such as the Buraimi
crisis, in which he was an eyewitness of the actual events thereof.

This man came to Al-Ahsa without any prestige, but he won the
admiration of the Emir and the people for his dedication to his work,
and his innate kindness that made him work to liberate a miserable
Syrian girl from the captivity of slavery and return her to her
homeland to marry and have three children.

Herbert Pritzke was meticulous and characterized by wide
scientific and cultural advantages, such as strength in observation and
ability to write, which was reflected clearly in the highly scientific and
historical value of his trip.

Key words: Al-Ahsa, Hofuf, Herbert Pritzke. The German
Hakim
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