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Title: Disputes between Priests in Roman Egypt

Abstract: This paper studies the disputes between priests in
Roman Egypt. According to motives, these disputes have been
divided into two main sections. The first discusses the disputes
between the priests over temple-related matters presented here
gradually from public to private. The study starts with discussing
disputes between priests of different temples. Afterwards, it
tackles disputes between the various priest groups within the same
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temple. Finally, the disputes between members of the same category
within each temple are considered. The following section is concerned
with disputes over worldly matters irrelevant to temple affairs,
such as assault on bodies and properties, breach of loan
agreements, and dispute over inheritance. The study in its
conclusion highlights the attitude of the Roman administration
towards disputes between priests.

Keywords: Temples, Priests, Religion, Disputes, Roman Egypt.
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(1) For example: BGU 1V 1197 (7-4 B.C.); BGU IV 1198 (5-4 B.C.); P.Mich. VV 226
(A.D. 37); P.Tebt. Il 302 = W.Chr. 368 (A.D. 71/72); P.Vind.Bosw. 1 (After
A.D. 87); BGU Il 436 = M.Chr. 125 (A.D. 98-117); SB VI 9016 (A.D. 160);
P.Oxy. XXXI 2563 (ca. A.D. 170); P.Mich. I11 175 (A.D. 175).

(2) Francoise Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores,” Chronique d’Egypte 44
(1969): 305-306.

(3) Paul R. Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman idios logos (Toronto, A.M.
Hakkert, 1970), 41-49.

(4) Hans-Bernhard Schénborn, Die Pastophoren im Kult der agyptischen Gotter
(Meisenheim am Glan: Verlag Anton Hain, 1976), 39.
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Andrew James Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt: The
Case of Tebtunis and Soknopaiou Nesos" (Ph.D. diss., University of Cincinnati,
2014), 44-48.

(6) Sherman Leroy Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (New
York: Greenwood Press, 1937), 239-240; Willy Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples
and Priests: Graeco-Roman," in A Companion to Ancient Egypt, vol. 1, ed. Alan
B. Lloyd (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010): 283; Livia Capponi, "Priests in
Augustan Egypt,” in Priests and State in the Roman World, ed. James H.
Richardson and Federico Santangelo (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2011):
508; Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt,” 341.

(7) Allan Chester Johnson, Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins Press, 1936), 641-642; Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples and Priests,"
281-282; Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in Early Roman Egypt," 278-
279.

(8) Wallace, Taxation in Egypt, 244-245. Cf. for example: P.Mert. 1l 63 (A.D. 58);
P.Tebt. 11 298 (A.D. 108); SPP XXII 183 (ca. A.D. 138); PSI IV 292 (A.D. 3rd
cent.).
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Walter Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen Agypten: ein Beitrag zur
Kulturgeschichte des Hellenismus, vol. 1 (Leipzig and Berlin: B.G. Teubner,
1905), 258-405; James Allan Stewart Evans, "A Social and Economic History of
the Egyptian Temple of Soknebtunis in the Greco-Roman Period" (Ph.D. diss.,
Yale University, 1957), 110-164; Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in
Early Roman Egypt," 235-300.
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Wallace, Taxation in Egypt, 35-37.

1y



gl panll JMA juan b 43Sl o cilejlial)

(10) BGU IV 1200 (2/1 B.C.).

@A and Ala O (Kl Al (B k) Gusad Gusadd Gl A (IS (1))
(6 YPOGOV TOV VOROV) (sanss —alaga Calpd) uat al) S

Hubert Metzger, "Zur Tempelverwaltung im friihromischen Agypten,” Museum
Helveticum 3 (1946): 249.

(12) SB VI 9066 (A.D. 138-161).
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Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen Agypten, vol. 1, 24-25, 109, Elizabeth
Gilliam, "The Archives of the Temple of Soknobraisis at Bacchias,” Yale
Classical Studies 10 (1947): 187; Evans, "A Social and Economic History of the
Egyptian Temple of Soknebtunis," 71; Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples and Priests,"
287.

(14) BGU I 16 = W.Chr. 114 (A.D. 159/160), II. 7-15.

(15) BGU V 1210 (After A.D. 149), 11. 181-182: oq iepedo[t] ovk £Eov mpog GA[A]n
ypela etvar | T T@v Pedy [OpInokeig oddE €v | €ped [€]obTitt Tpowor o[v]de
KOUNV @opelv o[0]6¢ gay [Eelvwbdow tod Be]i[o]v wop, 1. 186-187: og igpede
KataAewmav T0¢ Opnokeiog katekpibn (dpoypac) o | €ped €obftL ypnoduevog
(3poypic) o cvpoTig (Spaynag) p mactoed[pols (Spayuac) p, 1. 188: og iepedg
€ped €o0TTL xpNodpevog Kol KOUNV Qopécag <KoTekpiOn™> (dpaydag) A.

(16) Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples and Priests," 277.

(17) Benjamin Kelly, Petitions, Litigation, and Social Control in Roman Egypt
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 302.
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(18) Woldemar Graf von Uxkull-Gyllenband, Der Gnomon des Idios Logos, vol. 2
(Berlin: Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1934), 90; Marina Escolano-Poveda, The
Egyptian Priests of the Graeco-Roman Period: An Analysis on the Basis of the
Egyptian and Graeco-Roman Literary and Paraliterary Sources (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz Verlag, 2020), 330.
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Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen A"gypten, vol. 1, 75-113; Evans, "A

Social and Economic History of the Egyptian Temple of Soknebtunis,” 75-105;

Clarysse, "Egyptian Temples and Priests," 287-288; Katelijn Vandorpe and

Willy Clarysse, "Cults, Creeds, and Clergy in a Multicultural Context,” in A

Companion to Greco-Roman and Late Antique Egypt, ed. Katelijn VVandorpe
(Hoboken: Wiley Blackwell, 2019), 416-418.
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Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores™: 305 note 2.
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Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen Agypten, vol. 1, 94-98; Schénborn, Die
Pastophoren im Kult der agyptischen Goétter; Friedhelm Hoffmann and Joachim
Friedrich Quack, "Pastophoros," in A Good Scribe and Exceedingly Wise Man:
Studies in Honour of W. J. Tait, ed. Aidan Dodson et al. (London: Golden House
Publications, 2014): 127-155.

(22) BGU V 1210 (After A.D. 149), 11. 191-192: 00 &v mavzi iep®d, 6mov vadg éoTty,
déov mpoeN TNV eivar kol Agppavel Tdv Tpocddmv | To ép|ntov, 1. 202: Ty €k
k[Al]vng tepdv mp[o]eiit[at] 0¥ yebovtal GALL TTEPAPOPOL.
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Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores”™: 306. See also Guido Bastianini,

"Dall'archivio del tempio di Soknebtynis: PSI X 1149," in Studi in onore di

Arnaldo Biscardi. Il (Milano: Istituto editoriale Cisalpino, 1982): 286, note 10;
Capponi, "Priests in Augustan Egypt," 509.

(24) PSI X 1149, introd.

(25) PSI X 1149 = SB XVI 12531 (1st Half of 1st Cent. A.D.).

Wk G olis (Bastianini) sliuls (Otto) sisl o SIS ol SAL el ey

ey ) alS S ) Agmpe sl BRI 3 of s < llis I

Jilall ddes Glalgy alear Bl Lad ulaall JSlll jasll Cual 35S0 2y
sl Jahy () il agidle 5 duiall

Walter Otto, Beitrage zur Hierodulie im hellenistischen Agypten (Minchen: Verlag

der Bayrischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1950), 53 note 68; Bastianini,
"Dall'archivio del tempio di Soknebtynis," 482.

(26) SB X 10564 (Late 1st Cent. A.D.-Early 2nd Cent. A.D.).
(27) Dunand, "Une plainte de pastophores": 303-309.

(28) P.Fouad. 10 (A.D. 120), Il. 3-13: Kai to0¢ Toot000povg Kai Tovg d[Alovg] |
YPEAKOVC TTAvTag mpooedpev[ovtag] | Tolg iepoic Ekaoctov TolEly TA[C avTOD] |
omnpeciog kol pn tpénectaft mpoc] | £tépac ypeiog xataimdvrag t[ -ca.?- | |
unoeg épeag éodtac aupievy| -ca.?- ] | movg mpogiévar tovg mpoyeypafppé-][voug
mavtag, GAAG T lepd kol v[evo-]lumopévn €oBij[tt ylpiioB[on] k[ol pn xa-
Jlrordewv tiic td[v -ca.?- ] | ta £0n; George M. Parassoglou, "A Prefectural Edict
Regulating Temple Activities," Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie und Epigraphik 13
(1974): 21-37.
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(29) P.Fouad. 10, introd.
(30) BGU V 1210 (After A.D. 149), Il. 195, 196, 313.

(31) George M. Paréssoglou, "Four Official Documents from Roman Egypt,"
Chronique d’Egypte 49 (1974), No. 2: 335-336.

(32) CPR VII 13 (A.D. 3rd-4th Cent.).

(33) Herbert Chayyim Youtie, "AITATOPEX: Law vs. Custom in Roman Egypt," in
Le Monde Grec. Hommage & Claire Préaux (Bruxekkes: Ed. de I'Université de
Bruxelles, 1975): 733.

(34) P.Tebt. 11 302 = W.Chr. 368 (A.D. 71/72).

(35) P.Tebt. I1 302, 1l. 24-27. See also: Connor, "Temples as Economic Agents in
Early Roman Egypt," 78-80.

(36) BGU V 1210 (After A.D. 149), II. 191-192.

(37) SB XVI 12685 = SPP XXII 184 (A.D. 139), Il. 64-84. See also: Elias
Bickermann, "Testificatio Actorum: Eine Untersuchung (ber antike
Niederschriften «zu Protokoll»,” Aegyptus 13 (1933): 337-338; Swarney, The
Ptolemaic and Roman idios logos, 86-89; Pieter Johannes Sijpesteijn, "Der Streit
des Stotoétis gegen Nepherds um die Priesterpfriinde des Isistempels in Pelusion:
Eine Neuedition von SPP XXII 184," Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie und Epigraphik
44 (1981): 119-135.

(38) SB X V112685, II. 47-51, 57-64, 87-88.
(39) SB XVI1 12685, II. 91-99.
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Raphael Taubenschlag, The Law of Greco-Roman Egypt in the Light of the Papyri,
332 B.C.-640 A.D. (Warszawa: Panstwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 2nd ed.,
1955), 656-657; Wallace, Taxation in Egypt, 249-254.

(41) SPP XXII 184 (A.D. 139), Il. 1-51.
(42) Sijpesteijn, "Der Streit des Stotoétis gegen Nepherds,": 134.

(43) SB | 5231 = Jur.Pap. 28; SB | 5275; P.Dime 111 5 = P.Lond. 1l 262 = M.Chr.
181 (A.D. 11).

(44) SB 15232 (A.D. 15), Il. 10-13.
(45) SB 1 5235; 5238 (A.D. 12).
(46) M.Chr. 68, II. 11-12; SB 1 5232, II. 17-20.
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CPR XV 5, I. 4 note. About the receipt Cf. P.Vind.Sal. 4, I. 10-11 (A.D. 11); Peter

Arzt-Grabner, "Gott als verlasslicher Kaufer: Einige papyrologische

Anmerkungen und bibeltheologische Schlussfolgerungen zum Gottesbild der

Paulusbriefe. Avec résumeés en anglais et en allemand.,” New Testament Studies
57 (2011): 400-403.

(48) SB 15234 = CPR XV 5 (A.D. 14/15); SB | 5236 (A.D. 14/15); SB | 5237 (A.D.
14/15); M.Chr. 68 (A.D. 14/15), II. 2-7; SB 1 5232 (A.D. 15), II. 24-27; SB | 5240
(A.D.'17), Il. 2-3.

(49) SB 15233; M.Chr. 68.
(50) SB 15232, Il. 35-40.
(51) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 44.

(52) SB 15239 (A.D. 15); SB 15954 = P.Lond. Il 276 a, b = SB X 10308 (A.D. 15);
Hubert Metzger, "Aus den Akten eines gréko-agyptischen
Liegenschaftsprozesses, Papyrus Vindobonensis D  6.889."  Museum
Helventicum 24 (1967): 217-220.

(53) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 45-46.

(54) P.Lond. Il 355, I. 13 = CPR XV 6 (A.D. 16); SB | 5240 (A.D. 17), Il. 17-18:
[droteicbw] Omep émPe[far]doemwg ydv t[om]ov | Zoatapods [Ept]émg
(8poyuac) @.

(55) SB 15240 (A.D. 17), I. 14.

(56) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 47.

(57) SB 15231, Il. 6-7: &av 8¢ [t1g £JméNON €nl 68 mepl AOTAOV, EKGTNOM® AVTOV UTO
o[o]V éndva[y]kov dvemeweic, k[a]i Pefardow cot [ad]td and cvy|[yplaed[v
Toc]®V Kol ov[va]iaypdtoy taviov [kai ma]viog gidovg, S4[v e dd]eApog f
[&]dehont 7 viOG | Buyd[p 1], TOVTOG TdL KABOA[OV].

(58) SB 15231, Il. 7-9: cai & g[ic]iv ai ye[yo]vuial kat® adt®v cuyypa@ai Tacot Kol
ol {yeye|[[vn]pé[va]t pot kot’ avtdv cvy[y]pap[ai] mdcot [kai ai]}[ yeyovvliot
T ToTpl Kol Tt [unTpl Hov kalt’ avtdv cvyypoeol Td[oatl] Kol cuyypopoi
ni[clor kai [ov]vodAdypata ma[v]to, &€ @V meprysivetai pot dikouov | am’
avt[®v]; M.Chr. 68, 1l. 10-11.

(59) Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 48.

i) pubitid Al Jea 2l
Swarney, The Ptolemaic and Roman Idios Logos, 41-49.

(60) Ann Ellis Hanson, "A Petition and Court Proceedings: P. Michigan. Inv. 6060,"
Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 111 (1996): 177.
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(61) SB XXIV 16258 = BGU | 163 (A.D. 108).
(62) SB XXIV 16257 (A.D. 123).

(63) CPR XV 8 = SB | 5241; CPR XV 9 = SB | 5245; CPR XV 10 = SB | 5242;
CPR XV 10a = P.Lond. Il 357 (Late A.D. 13-15).

(64) CPR XV 104, II. 14 ff.

(65) CPR XV 8, Il. 3-14: &y 11 po (éter) Kaioupog €davetoa Apmalyaf[nt]
Haveppoppiog Ilépon tig E€myyov[il]ls 1iepel Koza CLYYPAPTY daveiov \
apy[vpliov keparaiov (dpoyuac) [tlke. dwn §& | thic a[d]tiig svyypagig O
[A]pnaya@ng | €éM[A]woev mavta ta DromginToVTO | (wt[(m] QeavOpoTO £K TOD
00 | Zok[vo]rnaiov Oeod ueya?»ou pEYGAOL | 1sp[01)] un €pdyec|0]on (wr[ov]
tout[o]v | GAN’ eivon euov 100 Zotafodtoc péxpt o0 | Gmod@d por 10
mpoxeip[elvov kepdhraov | Kai T[ovg TO]KOVG.

(66) CPR XV 10a, II. 6-7.
(67) CPR XV 8, II. 14-30; 10, I1. 6-19; 10a, II. 6-13.

(68) CPR XV 8, I. 9 note; Walter Otto, Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen
Agypten: ein Beitrag zur Kulturgeschichte des Hellenismus, vol. 2 (Leipzig and
Berlin: B.G. Teubner, 1908), 25.

(69) SPP XXII 55 recto (A.D. 167), Il. 6-17: unviie Moakdow Zatapodrog | iepia
Ao ThHG avTHG KOUNG | DperduevoV dpydpta Kol | ILOTIoHOV Kol okevn TAETo|Ta
Taovntog [X]totonTiog | 10D ATO®TG And TG OV|ThG KOUNG TETEAELTNKYL|ING
atékvov Kol adlafétov | kol daxAnpovountov &v pun|devi Ady@ TpoonKovtog |
ovTd.

(70) OGIS 665.

(71) BGU V 1210 (After A.D. 149) art 4, 11. 23-25: 3 [t]®v [t]lerevto[v] ddrobétmg
oi¢ 01)681g ot | BAAOC Kot VOUOVG KANPOVOUOG T VITAPYOoVTo T@ QloK® |
TPOCKPEIVETOL.

(72) SB VI 8979 (A.D. 178-181), 1. 12-17: mp[®]tov pgv €xPlaro]v|[t]eg pe odv
aig apMEL pov aS[er]pais Epi€]a k(od) | Tovoder ék Tiig TO[V yov]E®y Nud[v
oliki[a]g | mavTo TO usw?»supesvw V7o ap[t]o(D) &ig 0 WBov | dnnvéykavto
undfev NJutv dmo[Amdlvteg | od [povov], aAra x(oi) [ . . .; Erich Bayer,
"Urkunden aus Soknopalu Nesos," Aegyptus 20 (1940): 310; Herbert Chayyim
Youtie, "Notes on Papyri", Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Eplgraphlk 3 (1968):
11-14.

(73) Deborah H. Samuel, "P. Berol. Inv. 8797 and P. Gen. 3: Two Versions of a
Dispute over an Inheritance", Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 37
(1980): 255-259.

(74) P.Gen. | (2nd ed.) 3 = M.Chr. 122 (A.D. 178 or 179) 1. 9-23: ovdevi Aoy |
XPNOHEVOS O TPOYEYPOUMEVOG [E]ToTofTIg Katd amovciov &melbmv eig tov
oMoy ovv i mpolyeypoupuévny Toveppovi, oD (11'[81<l|‘l70) N évdouevia, TOV
oppayidewv Mudv [Klown mavtov cmkpévolv], | kol Paotdfavteg TOG
Emu pélvag | oepay[i]oeg giofiAbav kol [w]dvita o Keredépebo veilavto. NUoy |
[o]ov mapaysvopévev O[iJerécbalt] | [6 €] Trobofitic Tfi €owtod Suvium
n[e]lmubarg Ememnonoey kol TAn|[yac] ov tag Tuyovcag Nuelv nn|[veyk]ev.

(75) BGU 1V 1200 (2/1 B.C.); P.Nekr. 23 = SB I11 7205 (Late A.D. 3rd cent.).
(76) SB XVI1 12685 = SPP XXII 184 (A.D. 139).
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(77) SB 15232 (A.D. 15).

(78) P.Gen. | (2nd ed.) 3 = M.Chr. 122 (A.D. 178 or 179).

(79) CPR XV 10a = P.Lond. Il 357 (A.D. 14); SB XXIV 16257 (A.D. 123).
(80) SB VI 8979 (A.D. 178-181).

(81) SPP XXII 55 recto (A.D. 167).

(82) BGU | 16 = W.Chr. 114 (A.D. 159/160).

(83) SB VI 9066 (A.D. 138-161).

(84) P.Tebt. Il 302, Il. 24-27 = W.Chr. 378 (A.D. 71/72); SB VI 9066 (A.D. 138-
161).

(85) SB XVI 12685 = SPP XXII 184 (A.D. 139).

(86) SB 15232 (A.D. 15).

(87) M.Chr. 68 (A.D. 14/15).

(88) P.Gen. | (2nd ed.) 3 = M.Chr. 122 (A.D. 178 or 179).
(89) SB XXIV 16258 = BGU | 163 (A.D. 108).
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(91) Wallace, Taxation in Egypt, 238-239.

(92) Adam Lukaszewicz, "A Petition from Priests to Hadrian with his Subscription,”
Proceedings of the Sixteenth International Congress of Papyrology (Chico,
Scholars Press, 1981): 357-361.

(93) P.Tebt. 11 302, II. 24-27 = W.Chr. 368 (A.D. 71/72).
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