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The Characteristics of the Egyptian Identity in
the Classical Writings from Homer to Strabo

The Egyptian-Greek relations date to a very early epoch since
the early beginning of the Dynastic times in Egypt. Such relations
developped and elaborated a great deal during the Modern kingdom in

Egypt (around the mid-second millennium B.C). In spite of the

rupture of the bilateral relations between the two nations for more than
4 centuries (from the 11 th to the 7 th centuries B.C.) owing to the
weakness, aggression, and foreign occupation which both sides
suffered, the relations between the two parties were retained once
again in a direct and stronger nature than ever before. This resumption
of relations started from the 26 th Egyptian Dynasty (663-525 B.C) till
the Roman conquest and occupation of Egypt in 30 B.C.

One of the results of such extended and deep-rooted relations
between the two nations was the immense knowledge which the
Greeks acquired about Egypt and its population.

Hence, the  Greek intellectuals:  poets, historians,
philosophers,geographers....etc. wrote down their inherited
conceptions,impressions as well as their acquired ideas and
knowledge about Egypt and the Egyptians. Such Classical Writings
varied and diverged: some like Homer,Herodotus, Hecataeus of
Abdera, and Diodorus Siculus praised and exalted the magnificence of
the Egyptian civilization and its pioneer contributions, and also
praised and eulogized the morals and manners of the Egyptians; others
like Plato, Aristotle and Strabo admitted the ancient heritage and
pioneer contributions of the Egyptians, but were nevertheless,
somewhat cautious and reserved-or rather jealous-concerning the
achievements of the Egyptians and tried to belittle or degrade some of
them in favour of Athens which they (especially Plato) claimed to be
more ancient and pioneering than Egypt!!!
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(1) Pendelbury, J.D.S. (1930), Aegyptiaca. A Catalogue of Egyptian Objects in the
Aegean area; Kantor, M.J. (1974), The Aegean and the Orient in the Second
Millenium B.C.; Vercoutte, J. (1956), L'Egypte et le monde Egean prehellenique,
Etude critique des sources égyptiennes (du debut de la XV1lle & la fin de la XIXe
Dynastie).

plidl G Alsr pebaie e Al jas (YeVA) allue aidl deas (V)
XAV a e Agakal) o(JsY) edall) bl

Juel o ugmass N Gapadly pad o(Yeel) Gallue sl sess ()
Yoot gig) — sle¥4 pplll dEl oY) judadl  saieial el dda)
Pl Gladis Aaa il dygiall (5 )SA Auliay (gl e 33LNY)) (lyie caad
“YY e pa oldie daal t it Byile Aulisd) e Baaa Reasi )sieas 33U
e

(4) Homer, lliad IX, 11.381-384:

o008’ doa OMBag Alyvmtiag, 601 mAglota S6polg €v kTpata keltay, > ol 6
gkatopmulol eiol, Simkodotol §' av' ekdotag avepeg £otyvelol ouv (mmolow
Kal 6xec@wv*

(5) Diodours Siculus 1.10.1:

daot toivuv Alydmtior katd TV €€ Apxfic TAV OAWV YEVECLY TPWTOUG
avBpwmoug yevéoBat kata v Alyumtov S1d te v gvkpaciav THg xwpag
kal Sua v @vowv tod Neldov. Tobtov yap moAlyovov Gvta Kol TAG TPoQAS
U TOPUETG TapeXOHEVOV PASiwG EKTPEPELY T {woyovnBEvTa

Shail el Dl jae & Al Ll 8 gyshadl) dpeadl duh sl e
Slel s3I 8 Gugymess sdysl Lo Guiily Cum (145.4-7) Jaall jeagn el

CoelmEY) 1Ay e Blay (i 4_).&1;)

(6) Homer, Odyssey 4.124-132:

oo AAkiTrTIN 88 TATI T PEPEV paAakoD €piloto, PuA® &' &pyvpeov TAApOV PEPE,
Tov ol €8wkev AAkavdpn, [ToAvBoto Sapap, 0 Eval’ évi O1Png Atyvntino’,
001 TAglota §6poLc’ év KTuaTA KETTAl

0¢ Meverdw 8dxe 8V apyvpéag doapivBous, Sowolg 6¢ tpimodag, Séka &
XpLooio Tédravta. xwpig 8' adB' EAévn &Aoxog mope k&AL 8Bpa” xpuotiv
T' NAakdTnV TaAapdv 0" UokVKAOV OTIaCTEY dpyVUpeoV, Xpuo® &' Emi xeidea
KEKPAAVTO.

(7) The Odyssey 14.256-272:

mepumntoiol §' Afyumtov élppeitnyv dpecOa, otijoa &' év AlyOmtw moTapud véag
dueieriooas....ot 8'UBpel elavteg, émiombpevol pévei o@®, alfo P’
Atyvntiwv av8p®dv mepikaiAéag aypoug Topheov, €k 6 yuvaikag dyov kal
VTl Té€Kva, aToug T' EkTevov' Taxa &' €¢ moOAw Tket' &vTtn. ol 8¢ Pof|g

Yy
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diovteg du' MOi @awvopévnet RABov: TAfiTo 8¢ mav mediov TEl®dV TE Kol
Mnwv YaAkol TE OTEPOTHG....MePL yap Kakd mavtobev £otn. €vO' Nuéwv
TOAAOVG péEV ATéKTavoV OEEL yxoAk®, Toug &' dvayov (wovg, o@iow
€pyadecOoat avaryk.

(8) Ibid. 14.276-286:

aUTiK' Ao KPaTOG KLVENY eUTUKTOV €BNKa Kal oakog Gpotly, §6pu &' €kBarov
€xtooe XePOg auTap &yw PBaciifjog évavtiov fjAvBov (mMmwv kal kvoa
yoUvaB' eAwv' 0 &' éploato kai p' éAénoey, ¢ Sippov 8¢ ' Eoag dyev olkade
8d&xpu xéovta. 1§ pév pot udAa ToAdot miccov pedinoty, iéuevol ktetvar 8
YAp KEYOA®ATO ANy’ GAN' &Tod KeVoGS €puke, ALoG 8" wileTo pijviv Ewviov, 66
Te pAAlOTA VEpECOATAL KOKA Epya. EvBa pev EMTAETEG HEVOV aUTOBL, TIOAAX
§' dyepa xpripat' av' Atyvmtiovg avépag Sidoocav yap AmavTes.

(9) Ibid.14.287-297:

A" 8te 87 8ySobv pot émimAduevov £tog NABe, 81 ToTE POIVIE NABEV Gviyp
amatAla ei8we, TPWKTNG, 06 61 TTOAAX KaK' avBpwToUG €edpyeL” OG W' dye
TapmemBov Not @peoiv, S@p' ikduecBa dowiknv, 80t To¥ ye 860l Kai
KTNpat' €ketto. £vBa map' aT® pEVa TEAECEOPOV £iG EVIAUTOV. GAA' OTe &)
uijvég te kal Nuépat €€eteretvto G mepiteAlopévou €teog Kal EmmAvbov
opat, £ ABimyv p' £ml vnog épéocato movtomopolo, Pevdea BovAsvoag, va
ol oUV PépTOV &yoLul, KETOL 8¢ ' (g TePdoELE KAl AOTETOV GVOV FAOLTO.

.T‘O—T‘iua U 6(Y . '1) ‘;\ﬂ\d.\c J..).».uj\ dana (\ ')
(11) Herodotus 2.151.
(12) Ibid.2.152:

Xpovou 8¢ oV moAAoT SieABovtog dvaykain katédafe "Twvdag te kal Kapag
Avépag kot Aninv éxkmiwoavtag dmevelydijval é¢ Afyvmtov, ékBavrtag 8¢ &g
yiiv xal omAloBévtag xoaAk®d dyyéAdel t®v Tig Afyumtiwv € Tt EAex
amkopevog @ Yappntixw...ea te tolol "Iwot kat Kapol moiéetat kal
oQEAG LEYAA UTILoYVeOEVOG TielBeL peT’ ewuToD Yevéohal

(13) Ibid.2.154:

TovToUg TE 81 6L TOVG XDPOLG S180T Kal TAAA A TX UTIECYETO TAVTA ATESWKE.

(14) 1bid.2.30.

(15) Ibid:

Améotnoay 82 abtal TéGoepeg kai £(koot puplddeg Alyvmtiov TdV paxipwy £g
ToVg AiBiloTag TouToug S’ aitinv Towjvse....Tovg wv 81 Alyvmtioug Tpin étea
@povpnoavtag AméAve oVSELS TG PPovpiis ol 8¢ BovAevoduevol katl Kow®
A0Yw xpnoauevolr mavteg amd tod Wappntixov dmootdvteg fjloav €
AiBominv. Papuitiyog 8¢ mubopevos £diwke” w¢ 8¢ katédafe, £6£€T0 TTOAAK
Aéywv kal o@eag Beovg matpwiouvg dmoMmeElv oUk £a kal Tékva kal
yuvaikag

aigall QUS 8 " Cigag e e selals Gl (Vo) Aadlue aud) sesa ()01
T N ga (e KUY -T 8N (a (a apalall = upall (BB alall SlarDU il
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(17) Diodorus Siculus 1.67

(18) 1bid.1.67.3:

otpoTedoavTog &' gig v Xvpiav odtod Kol Kotd TOG TopatdEelg TOvg pEV
H00QOPOVE TPOTWAVTOG Kol TATTOVTOG €ig T0 de1d pépN, Tovg &' €yympiovg
ATHOTEPOV (YOVTOG KOl TOV EDMVLLOV TOTOV GIOVELOVTOG TG POANYYOG, Ol UEV
Aiydmtior S v OPpv mapo&uvBévteg kai yevopevol 10 mAf0og mieiovg TV
gloot puptadv anéotnoayv Kol wpotjyov &n' Aiblomiag, KeKPIKOTEG 1diav ymdpav
€010 Kataktdodar

(19) Ibid.67.6:

ol §' Gupa mavteg avafonoavteg Kal TOWG KOVTOG TAG AoTiSag TaATAEAVTES
Epaocav, £wg &v kuplebwol TV OmAwv, padiwg ebproewy matpidag
AvaoTelAGuevol 8¢ TOUG YLTOVAG KOl TA YEVVNTIKX MEPN TOU OCWUATOG
Sel€avteg oUTe yuvak®v oUTE TEKVWV ATTOPNoEY EPacay TaUT EXOVTES.

(20) Herodotus 11.64:

Kat 10 un ployeoBat yuovaiél év ipoiot unde dAoltoug Gmo yuvaik®v €¢ ipd
¢otévat oUtol elot ol Tp@TOL BPNOKEVOAVTES.

(21) Ibid:

Ot pév yap GArot oyedov mavtes dvlpmmot, TAnv Atlyvrtiov kai EAAvev, picyovtol
&v ipoiot Kol 4o yovoik®v dviotduevol Ghovtol Eoépyovral £G ipdv, vopilovteg
avOpdTovg lvon Kot mep TO ARG KTHVEQ.

Ibid.2.51:

Tadta pév vuv kai GAAa Tpog tovTolol, TA £y epacw, "EAANveS amt' AltyuTttiov
vevouikaot

(22) Ibid.2.79:

Matpiolot 8¢ xpewpevol vopolot GAAov o08Eva EMIKTOVTAL

Ibid.2.91:

‘EAAnvikoiot 8¢ vopaiotot pevyovot xpaobat, To 8¢ cOumay elmely, und' GAkwv
[u8aud] undapdv dvBpwmwv vopaiolot.

(23) Aristotle, Physiognomonica: 812a, 11.12-15.

Aiyvrtiovg, Aibiomac. ot 6€ Agvkol Gyav dethoi’ avapépetal £l TAG YOVOIKAG. TO OE
TpdC avdpeiav 15cvvtedodv ypdpua pécov d&i Todtmv sivar. ol EavBoi ebyuyot
avapépetal £l ToVG AEOVTOC.

(24) Strabo 17.1.53.

(25) OGIS.654: see also Strabo, loc. cit; Dio Cassius 53.23.5.

(26) Aristotle, Historia Animalium, 584b, I1.7-13, 29-32.

(27) Diodorus Siculus 1.70.1:

Mp&Tov pv toivuv ol BaciAgis abT®dv Piov elxov ol dpotov Toig dANoLg Tl v
Hovapytkais é€ovoiaig obol kol MAVTA TPAEATTOUCL KATA TV EQUT®V
Tpoaipesty dvuTeLBVUV®G, GAN' fjv dTavTa TETAyUéVa VoUWV ETLTayals, ov
povov T mepl TOUG XPNUATIOHOVG, GAAX kol T Tepl TNV kad' muépav
Staywynv kai Slattav.

(28) 1bid.70.2:

et v yp THV Bepameiav aTév 008elg v oUT' dpyvpdvnTog olT' oikoyevig
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80UA0G, GAAX T®V £TILPAVECTATWY LlEpEwV viol TavTeg, VTEP glkoot pev £t
YeYovOTEG, TEMALSEVPEVOL §E KAAALOTA TGV OHOEBV@DV.

(29) Ibid.1.71-1:

. TOAAG Bavpacidtepoy My O ite Sikdletv uite xpnuatiletv T Tu)XOV
auToig €Eetval, unde twpnoacbal undéva 81" VPP § S BLoV 1 Tva
AAANV aitiav dSikov.

(30) Ibid.1.75.2;

el 8' 0 POBOG O YWwiUEVOG €K TOV KPIOEWV TOTG TTAPAVOUOTOLY AVATPETIOLITO
Xpripaow 1j xaplow, £copuévny Eopwv Tol KowvoT Biou cuyyuaoLy.

(31) Ibid.1.75.3-4:

S10TtEp €K TOV EMPAVESTATWY TOAEWV TOUG GPIoTOUG AVEPAG ATTOSEIKVUVTES
SIKAOTAG KOWVOUG 0UK ATETUYXAVOV Ti|G TIpoaLpeaews. £§ ‘HAlou yap moAew
kal ONPBOV kal MEpPews §éka SIKATTAG €5 EKAOTNG TIPOEKPLVOV'.... ETEL &€
ouvéABOoLEV Ol TPLAKOVTAQ, ETTEKPLVOV £§ EQUT®V Eva TOV dploTov, kal todTov
pev apydikaotnyv kabiotavto, €ig 8¢ TO TOUTOU TOTIOV ATEGTEAAEY 1) TIOALG
g€tepov SikaoTv.

(32) 1bid.75.7:

ALEOTEPWY 8& TV AvTISikwv Ta yeypappéva S8ig Toilg Sikaotals §0viwv, To
MVIKADT' £8€lL TOUG PEV TPLAKOVTA TAG YVWUAG €v AAAAoLg dmo@aiveaBal,
ToV dpxdikaotiv 6¢ o {WSlov Tiig dAnbeiag mpogtiBecBal Tfj £Tépy TRV
Au@lopnTnoEwy.

(33) 1bid.1.76.2:

¢k 8¢ toD yphepew Ta Sikata ToLG AvTidikoug ovto Tag kpioelg dxpLPelg
€oeoBat, YOOV TOV TIPAYHATWY OEWPOVHEVWV.

(34) Ibid.1.76.1-2:

.... TOUG AlyuTitioug, vopilovtag €k pev Tod AEyewy ToUG CUVNYOPOUS TIOAAX TOTG
Swcaiolg €MOKOTNOEY' Kol YAp TAG TEYVAG TAOV PNTOPWV Kal TNV TG
UTokploews yontelav kKol TA TOV KWOUVELOVTWY SAKpua  TOAAOUG
TpoTpémecdal Tapopdv TO TAOV VOUWV ATOTOpHOV kKai TNv Ti§ GAnBeiag
dxpifelav: Bewpelobal yoOv To0G £Mavoupévous £v T@d Kpively TOAAAKLS T
SU' amammv 1 Swx Yuxaywylav 7| Swx 1O TPOG TOV EAeov TABog
OUVEKQPEPOUEVOUS Tf] SUVAEL TV CUVNYOPOUVTWV'

(35) Ibid.1.75.6:

TOV 8¢ TAVIOV VOpmV &v BPAiolg OKT® YEYPOUUEVOY, Kol TOOTOV TUPUKEIUEVOY
TO1G OIKOOTOAG.

(36) Ibid.l.77and78.

oty ens e 53sake il 138 3 Bl 5300 Gt sl pline tage Alapale
Go Al = peme il e pde mlull QS e 5V eall JalS
YOVY ks — 5L Golaall s — JelS (g dligd)

"Cigagym die Gurilals (! (Y1) Eallue aud) deaa ()YY

(38) Herodotus 111.44:
MTépyag 6& knpuka A&Bpn Zapiwv MoAvkpdtng mapd Kappvonv tov Kopou
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ovAAéyovta otpatov ém' Afyumrtov, £€8enfn Okwg Gv kal Tap' £wuTov
méppag g Zapov Séotto otpatod. Kappuong §¢ dkovoag Toutwv TpoBupwg
émepme £€¢ Tapov Senodpevog [ToAVKPATEOG OTPATOV VAUTIKOV dpa TEpPaL
EuT® £’ Atyumtov.

Herodotus 111.4:

Obtog 6 Dévng pep@odpevog kov Tt Apdol 8kdidpfiokel mhoim &€ Aiydmrov,
BovAdpuevog Kapfion éa0siv 8¢ Adyovug. Ola 82 26vta adtov &v Toiot &mkovpolst
AOYOL 0V oHIKpOD EMGTANEVOV TE TA TTEPL AfyumTov dTpekéoTatd, ... KTA.
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(39) Diodorus Siculus 16.41-51:

Tévwng &' 0 Tiig Z16®Vvog Paciievg mpooeAdfeto map' Alyumtiov oTpaTIOTAG
woBoopoug “EAAnvag tetpaxioxiAiovs, v My otpatnyds Mévtwp o
‘Podiog. (16.42.2).

0 8¢ Tiig ZI8®vog Suvdotng Tévvng uvBavopevog TO peyebog tijg TdV [epodv
SUVApEWS ...... ™MV cwmpiav i8la mopilewv €kpvev. Somep TOV £avtod
Bepamévtwy TOV TLOTOTATOV ... €&€mepde mpog TOV  Aptagépinv
EmayyeAAopevog aTt® TNV pév Xddva mapadwoev, Ty §' Atlyvmrtov
OUVEKTIOAEUT|OELY, .... KTA. (16.43.1-2).

€mi 8¢ 00TV Aptaképéng opdvV HEYANOG £aVT® mapecyNUEVOV Xpelag &V T® Tpog
Alyvrtiovg moAép® Mévtopo TOV 6Tt YOV TPOTiyeEV aTOV LOMOTO TOV GIA@V.
(16.52.1).

(40) Homer, The Odyssey 4.229-232:

... Alyumtin, tfj mAglota @épel (eidwpog dpovpa @APHAKX, TTOAAX pEV €00AQ
peptypéva, moAAd 8¢ Avypd, iNTpog 6¢ EKAOTOG EMOTAUEVOG TIEPL TTAVTWV
avBpwmwv’
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((For ) Al S ) Aludes 3 capail) (g pemall Calal) o (A dadal
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(42) Herodotus 11.84:

‘H 8¢ iInTtpkr| kot Tade oL SEdaotal piijg voioou £KaoTog iNTpos £0TL Kal ov
mAedvwv. Tlavta &' Tpdv €ott mMAéa ol pév yap O6@BaAudv intpot
KATEGTAOL, ol 8¢ Ke@AATiG, ol 8 080vTwY, ol 8¢ TOV Katd vndvy, ol 6& T®OV
APavEéwv Voo wv.

(43) Ibid. 86-88.
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(45) Herodotus 11.124-129.
(46) Plato, Phaedrus 274C-D:

. aOT@® 82 Bvopa T® Saipovt glvar OevB.TobTov 81 TP&HTOV dptBudY TE Kal
AOYLOPOV EVPETV Kl YEWUETPiav kal dotpovopiav, €Tt 8¢ metteiag te kal
kuBeiag, kat 67 kal ypappata.

(47) Aristotle, Metaphysica 981b, 11.24-25:

810 mepl Afyvmtov ait pabnuatikal TpOTOV TEYVAL CLVEGTNOAY, ....

(48) Aristotle, De Caelo 292a, 118-10:

.... AéyouoLv ol TaAaL TETNPNKOTES €k TAEloTWV £TGOV AlyUTTiol kal Bafuiwviol,
Tap' MV TOAAAS THioTELG £XOpEV TTEPL EKAGTOV TAVY OTPWV.

(49) Diodorus Siculus, 1.50.1:

... Kal ap' eavtoig (sc. AtyUmTiolg) mpwtolg @lioco@iav te gupfjobat kal v
€M’ akpLEg dotpoAoylav.

(50) Herodotus 11.124:

. Hetd ¢ €pydlecBor £wut® keAevew mavrtag Atyvmtiovg. Tolot pev &1
amodedExOat €k TV ABoTopLEWY TV €V T® Apafiw Opel, £k TOUTEWV EAKELY
AtBoug pexptL tob Neldov: ... Xpovov 8¢ éyyevéoBal TpLfopévw T@® Aed Séka
étea pgv Tiig 6800 kat' §v eiAkov ToUG AlBoug, TV #8eipav #pyov €0V ol
TOAAD Tew EAacoov Tiig TUpapidog, ...
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(51) Aristotle, Politica 1313b., 11.21-25:

Tavta yap tadta Suvartatl tadTtdv, AoyxoAiav Kal Teviav TV ApXOHEVWY

(52) Aristotle, Ethica Eudemia, 1235b., 11.1-2:

dtav dmoBdvn” &xpnoTog Ydp 6 vekpds. olg 8 xpoLUOV, PUAKTTOUGLY, MOTIEP
v Alyomtw. - tabta 81 mévta Sokel pév vevavtia dAARA0LS sival

(53) Plato, Laws 747A-C:

el 8¢ pn), TV kodovpévny Gv TIg Tavoupylav avti colag dmepyacapevos Adbot,
kabamep yévn viv €otwv (8€lv UMO THG TV GAAwv émtndevpdtwy kal
KTNUATwv aveAeubepiag.

(54) Plato, Timaeus, 23D-E:

... | TNV T€ VpeTEPaV Kol THVEE EAayev kal £€Bpediev kal émaibevoey, mpotépav
pev v map' vptv €tecwv ydlotg, €k Ifjg te kal ‘Healotov 10 omépua
maparafoioa VU@V, ™Mvde 8¢ voTépav. Tiig 8¢ évBade Stakoounosws map'
MUV €V TOTG LEPOTG YPAUUAGLY OKTAKLIOXIAlwVY TV GplOpog yéypamtal. mept
M TV évakioyida yeyovoTtwy 11 TIOATGDY 00L SNADOW ...
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(56) Plato, Law 656E-657A:

OKOTI®V 8¢ VpNoeLg aUTOOL T HUPLOOTOV £TOG YEYPAUUEVA T| TETUTIWHEVA —
oUY WG £mog elmelv LUPLOOTOV GAL' Ovtwg — TV Vv Sednpovpynpeévwv
o0te TL KaAAlova 00T' aloyiw.

(57) Aristotle, Metaphysica, 981b, 11.13-25:

510 meplt Alyumtov al pafnuatikal TpdTOV TEXVAL GUVESTNOAV, EKEL YOp Gpeifn
O0X0AATELV TO TRV lepewv £BVOG.
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