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Abstract

This study presents an unusual perspective in historical studies,
represented in the tombs of the Byzantine emperors and their
dynasties, from the Macedonian dynasty to the end of the Laskaris
dynasty (867-1258 AD). It also presents the ritual ceremonies used to
prepare them for their final journey towards that final resting place in
which they will lie. The study focuses on the tomb of Constantine in
the Church of the Holy Apostles as the resting place and seat of the
emperors of the Macedonian dynasty. The study also indicates some
transformation and paradigm shift in imperial burial customs. Some
emperors were buried in other churches and monasteries that they
built themselves to serve as their last resting places, such as Emperor
Romanos 1(920-945 AD) who founded the Mirilayon Monastery to be
buried in the monastery church, Emperor John Tzimiskes(969-976
AD) who wanted to be buried in the Church of the Savior, and
Emperor Basil 11(976-1025 AD) who was buried in the Church of
Saint John. The list included Empress Zoe,(1028-1050AD) who was
buried in the Church of Christ Antiphontes, and Emperor Romanos IlI
Argyros,(1028-1034 AD) who built the Church of Theotokos
Periblptos, which became his burial site. As for the rest of the
Byzantine dynasties, whether the Doukas, Komnen, Angelos, or
Laskaris dynasty (in Nicean), they preferred not to be buried in the
Church of the Holy Apostles, to make the churches of some other
monasteries their Burial place.

Furthermore, this study discusses the burials and the funeral
rites to bury emperors. They have become a fixed general protocol
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from which only minor vows are excluded. It also shows the
difference between the secular class and the religious class in terms of
ways and ceremonies of burial for each of them.

The study also refers to another aspect: commemoration of the
deceased emperors based on a special will from them, implemented
after their death, or in appreciation and gratitude for the role they
contributed in their previous lives.

Key words
Tombs, Burials ,Coffins, Doukas, Komnene, Angelos, Laskaris,
Constantinople, Nicaea, Church, Monastery, Holy Apostles
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